
Shri B N Talukdar, born in Assam, the founder state of commercial discovery of 

oil in the country is a Petroleum Engineering graduate from the Indian School of 

Mines, Dhanbad. 

He was awarded gold medal for his excellent academic achievements while 

graduating from the ISM, Dhanbad. After passing out, ShriTalukdar immediately 

joined ONGC, Dehradun as Assistant Production Engineer. After a short stint in 

ONGC, he switched over to the other public sector upstream company Oil India Limited to join the 

Geoscience group as Senior Reservoir Engineer. He grew as a Geoscientist and finally became the head 

of Geoscience group in Oil India prior to taking over as Director (Exploration and Development) of the 

company in 2007. After a stint of about six years as dissector, ShriTalukdar moved to take up a 

government assignment in the Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas as Director General of the 

Directorate General of Hydrocarbons, Government of India in early 2014. He finally retired from that 

position; however, he is still very active in the oil and gas upstream industryof the country. 

While serving as head of geoscience in Oil India, he has in his credit a lot of oil and gas discoveries within 

the country. He is credited for induction of a number of advanced technologies to Oil India Limited like 

introduction of horizontal drilling, advanced geocellular and reservoir engineering modeling, 

establishment of the Center of Excellence for Energy Studies, Guwahati for the first time in Oil India, 

International Well Control Forum at Duliajan, Assam, engagement of young executives through brain 

storming sessions for chalking out mid-term and long-term planning for the company, etc. During his 

tenure as director in Oil India, he was responsible for increasing the oil production of the company to 

the highest ever level till date. He was also responsible for overseas exploration and production 

operations of the company and with him, Oil India was brought to the international map of hydrocarbon 

discoverer specially in Africa. 

ShriTalukdar, during his tenure in DGH, took lead in reforming a lot of regulatory issues in the upstream 

oil and gas sector including solving of a number of pending issues in respect of Production Sharing 

Contracts. During his tenure, the National Data Repository Center of the country was established in the 

premises of DGH, NOIDA. He also initiated the process for reassessment of the hydrocarbon potential of 

the country, seismic coverage of the hitherto unappraised sedimentary areas of the country including 

the multi-client non-exclusive geoscientific surveys in the offshore areas. Along with the Ministry of 

Petroleum and Natural Gas, he initiated the process for international bidding for Marginal Oil and Gas 

fields of the country. During his tenure, the National Gas Hydrate Expedition II of the country was also 

executed with encouraging results. 


